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spirit 
in the 

 2024 Women’s History Month 
Hall of Fame Award 

In celebration of Women’s History Month, 
Barbara Wortham was awarded the 2024 
Women’s History Month Hall of Fame 
Award. Barbara is a native of Oxford and 
graduate of Oxford High School. She earned 
Bachelors, Masters, and Specialists Degrees 
from the University of Mississippi. Barbara 
has worked at the Oxford Learning Center 

for the past 20 years.  As a result, she was 
named Oxford Learning Center Teacher of 
the Year for 2007, 2012, and 2019. In 2019, 
She went back to obtain her Specialist in 
Educational Leadership and was given the 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in K-
12 Leadership Award. 
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She is the former Lay Servant Ministries 
Coordinator for the New Albany District, 
Oxford First Lay Leader, Worship Leader, 
District  Equalizing Lay Delegate to the 
Annual Conference former Finance Chair, 
former District Communications Director 
for UMW,  member of the SPPRC, 

Inspirational Choir member, and Audio-
Visual team member.  
Barbara started an Adult Education Program 
at Burns UMC in 2010 as an outreach to the 
community. She has been awarded the MLK 
Day of Service Award,  and the Sullivan 
Award for Community Service.  

2024 Easter Celebration 
Oxford First UMC turned it’s Easter program 
to the youth on Sunday March 31, 2024. 
Coordinated by Youth Minister Tressie 
Johnson, the youth provided Easter speeches, 
praise dances and a lot of fun. 

Thanks to Minister Johnson for the 
wonderful work she does with the youth. 

The following is a pictorial review of the  
day’s events. 
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A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 

WITH THE YOUTH 

Jacob’s Ladder is a monthly publication of Oxford First United Methodist 

Church. EDITOR/PUBLISHER: Clarence H. Franklin. ASSOCIATE EDITOR: 

Niler P. Franklin. All rights reserved. Announcements or articles should be 

submitted to Rev. Roger Wilson or submitted by e-mail directly to Franklin at 

chfrank@panola.com. Visit our website at www.OxfordFirst.org and click on 

the Jacob’s Ladder link to view previous month’s issues. 
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