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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it 
is with Christ. 

 

—1 CORINTHIANS 12:12, NIV 

Beloved Family in Christ, Grace and peace 
to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. I write to you today with a 
heart full of gratitude and joy for the 
privilege of serving as your Senior Pastor. 
Each day, I am reminded of the beauty of 
our fellowship, the strength of our faith, and 
the love that binds us together as one body in 
Christ. 

Our calling as a church is not only to 
worship but also to live out our faith in 
service, love, and unity. The Apostle Paul 
reminds us that we are many members, yet 
one body, and that each of us has been given 
gifts to be used for the building up of God’s 
kingdom. As we walk together, let us 
continue to count it all joy when we serve, to 
count it all grace when we love, and to count 
it all faith when we step forward in unity. 

As we continue this journey, let us remain 
steadfast in prayer — lifting up one another, 
interceding for our families, and covering 
our community in the love of Christ. Prayer 
is the foundation of our strength and the 

channel through which God’s power flows 
into our lives and ministries. May we never 
grow weary in seeking the Lord’s face for 
guidance, healing, and blessing. 

My prayer is that our church will remain a 
beacon of light in this community — not only 
by gathering within these walls, but by going 
out to make disciples, to share the hope of 
Christ, and to extend His love to every 
neighbor we encounter. Unity, rooted in faith 
and love, is the soil in which discipleship 
grows. Together, we can continue to be a 
witness of God’s goodness and a reflection of 
His kingdom on earth. 

I want to sincerely thank each of you for your 
prayers, your support, and your commitment 
to this ministry. It is an honor beyond words 
to serve as your pastor, to walk beside you in 
seasons of joy and in times of trial, and to join 
with you in advancing the mission of Christ. 
My deepest aspiration is to remain faithful, 
not only as your leader, but as your servant, 
pointing always to the light of Jesus who is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
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Let us move forward in faith, bound together 
in love, steadfast in prayer, and committed in 
service. May the Lord continue to bless our 
church, strengthen our unity, and guide us in 
making disciples for His glory. 

With love in Christ, 
Quennel Anderson 

Senior Pastor 

Pastoral Prayer 

“Heavenly Father, We thank You for Your 
unending love and mercy that sustains us day 
by day. Thank You for this church family 
here at Oxford First, for every member, 
every household, and every heart that You 
have joined together in unity. We lift up our 

community before You, asking that Your 
Spirit would move in power to bring healing, 
peace, and transformation. 

Strengthen us, Lord, to walk by faith, to 
serve in love, and to remain united in 
purpose. Protect our families, guide our 
steps, and let our witness shine as a beacon 
of Your truth. May this church be a place 
where disciples are made, lives are changed, 
and Christ is glorified. 

We dedicate ourselves anew to Your service, 

praying that all we do would bring honor to 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. In His precious name we pray, 

Amen.” 

The Mississippi Conference of United 
Methodist Men united in prayer with men 
from across the state and nation during 
the Men's National Day of Prayer. The prayer 
gathering took place virtually, via 
Zoom, Saturday, August 23. The theme of the 

event was One God. One Voice. One 
Nation. and the scripture focus came from 
Ephesians 4:4-6. It was a time of spiritual 
healing, unity and bold intercession as they 
sought God's guidance, protection and peace 
for our churches communities and country. 
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A Wonderful 5th Sunday Celebration 
Oxford First UMC celebrated its first 5th 
Sunday with Pastor Anderson and his family 

with a combined choir, praise dances and a 
fellowship meal. The congregation also 

presented the Pastor and wife, Tarnika with 
gifts. The following are images from that 

celebration. 
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