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Time travel has always fascinated me. The 
idea of seeing what is to come, where you 
will be, and what you will be doing in 10 
years, 20 years, 30 years, or so into the future 
is captivating. The past is just as appealing. 
Who wouldn’t want to see themselves as a 
child, or their parents in high school? Of 
course, there are potential consequences in 
going back to the past, in that you might 
inadvertently change some small thing in the 
past that could have devastating repercussions 
on your place in the present.  The future could 
be just as dangerous, in that we could gain 
knowledge of the future events that could be 
used for evil purposes. 

Three of my favorite books growing up were 
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 
by Mark Twain, The Time Machine by H.G. 
Wells, and The End of Eternity by Isaac 
Asimov. My favorite episodes of Star Trek 
and all its incarnations were those with a time 
travel theme, such as “The City on the Edge 
of Forever,” “All Our Yesterdays,” 
“Yesterday’s Enterprise,’’ “All Good Things . 
. . ,” “Trials and Tribble-ations,” “Past 
Tense,”  and “Endgame.” (Yes, I am a 
Trekkie.) My favorite movies are Time After 
Time (where H.G. Wells actually invented a 
time machine, but Jack the Ripper escaped 

into the future in it), the Back To The Future 
and Terminator series, Star Trek IV: The 
Voyage Home, and the 2009 re-launch: Star 
Trek. I have even published a trilogy of sci-fi 
stories myself on Amazon about a group of 
young African-American high school kids that 
had their own spaceship in South Mississippi 
in the late Sixties, and it has time travel 
elements in it, also.  

So, what does any of this have to do with the 
church or the Kingdom of God, you may ask? 
Well, as fascinating as the concept of time 
travel may be, the reality for us is that time is 
totally linear. We exist where we are on the 
timeline; we cannot go back, and we cannot 
go forward. But God does not have this 
limitation. He exists in the past; He knows and 
sees everything we have ever done. He exists 
in the future; He knows what we are capable 
of and what we will do long before it even 
enters our minds. And He certainly exists in 
the Present; He is here for us, to guide us, to 
protect us, to provide for us, if we let Him.  

No, we cannot physically travel back in time, 
but we can get stuck in the past. We hold on to 
things that have happened in the past that we 
won’t let go of, particularly in the church. 
Someone may have done something to us that 
we did not like years ago, something that 
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person has forgotten and has gone on with 
their life, but we are still stuck back there in 
the past, holding on for dear life to our 
animosity and dislike for that person. What 
good does this do us? We can’t grow or enjoy 
our present life today because we are still 
stuck in the past.  And it is not just other 
people having wronged us that we hang on to. 
We, ourselves, have made mistakes, done 
something stupid in the past that we won’t 
even forgive ourselves for. There might even 
be something that we did not do that we now 
regret. We still “exist” at that past event, and 
it is still holding us back to this day. Why? 
Why do we do this to ourselves? Don’t we 
know what an awesome God we serve? He 
forgives; He forgets. Why can’t we? We can’t 
get stuck in the past and let it hold us down. 
We can’t do what we want to do with our 
lives, and even more importantly, what God 
wants us to do with our lives, if we are still 
clinging to some event that we did, or did not 
do, or that was done to us in the past. As our 
late Brother Dwight Johnson once testified, 
“God can take your past and throw it away.” 
You cannot go back! You cannot change 
anything that has happened in the past. As our 
linear existence goes, we can’t change the 
past, so let it go. The present, this moment in 
time, where we are right now, is the only time 
we have any control over. So make the most 
of this moment. Be all that you can be right 

now. And this brings us to our scripture for 
today, Matthew 6:33, which says, “But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you.” That is a powerful verse, but 
let’s examine what it really means: 

Seek First: The emphasis is on making 
God's kingdom and righteousness the 
primary focus of one's life and 
priorities.  

The Kingdom of God: This refers to the 
reign and dominion of God and Jesus 
Christ.  

His Righteousness:  This means 
embracing God's will, His nature, and 
living a righteous life aligned with 
His teachings.  

All These Things:  Jesus addresses 
worries about material needs like food 
and clothing, and assures believers 
that these will be supplied when their 
hearts are fixed on God.  

In conclusion, seek God’s kingdom now; do 
His will now, and you don’t have to be 
concerned about the future. No, we cannot go 
to the future either, but if we are willing to let 
go of the past, live our lives to the fullest in 
the present as God wants us to, and stand on 
His promises today, then our future is set. 
Amen to that. 

Congratulations are in Order!! The Morning 
Doves Youth Group celebrated the 
completion of their second year!  The 
celebration was held at Avent’s Park on 
September 6, 2025. We are so proud of our 
girls and how much they have grown over 

these last years. This journey began with a 
group of 9 girls, ranging in age from 3-15. 
Membership today totals 14 young ladies.  
Unfortunately, one member departed prior to 
August 2025. Looking back on our shared 
experiences, we celebrate not only the growth 
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OFUMC family was happy to have our friends from First Presbyterian Church 
join us on 4

th
 Sunday for an interdenominational worship experience. A wonderful 

day of fellowship was had by all. 

of our mentees but also the invaluable 
wisdom and dedication of our mentors.  We 
plan to continue our spiritual journey with 
this group of ambitious young ladies as we 
all strive to “LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS 
& LOVE OURSELVES”! Many “Thanks & 
Love” to The Oxford First Family for ALL 
the love and support you have shown the 
group.   

Name of current members:  Jada & Kaylee 
Robinson, Jordynn & Katelynn Long, 

Trinity Herron, Quaja Pegues, Ziyn Johson, 
McKinzie Dukes, Makhia Wilson, Kinsley 
Dukes, C’yira Dukes, Kelsey Dukes, Taylor 

Lesuer, Diana Buckley & Carlee Manning  
(The Baby Dove) 
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Oxford First UMC is launching a new 
segment called Take 5 where seasoned 

members of our church family are asked to 
share 5 minutes of heartfelt testimony about 
their Christian journey. Senior members, we 

need you. Your journey with Christ is filled 
with wisdom, grace and moments that 
inspire. We are inviting you to share your 

testimony of your Christian walk. Whether 
it’s a turning point in your life, a quiet 
miracle, or a lesson learned—your story 

matters. Please contact Barbara Wortham or 
Evelyn Smith to participate. 


